STATUS OF THE CALVINIST RELIGION

of their leaders, the Huguenots defended themselves in their towns,
for the royal army was powerless to capture these, and the court
resigned itself to making peace.

On becoming king, Henry III forbade the Calvinists to celebrate
public worship; upon which a number of Catholic nobles, weary
of civil war, made an alliance with the Galvinist leaders, and
Henry of Navarre, who had escaped from Paris, was recognized
as 'protector of the associated Reformed and Catholic Churches'.
Henry III, at the end of his resources, granted governorships to
the revolting princes and an edict to the Calvinists, securing them
fresh guarantees. Since they complained that they did not obtain
a fair trial from Catholics, a Chamber consisting half of Calvinist
judges was created in connection with several of the Parlements.

These concessions annoyed zealous Catholics, who formed a
'Holy League3 for the defence of religion, which was joined by
almost all the towns to the north of the Loire, the Guise princes
becoming its leaders. Discredited by his changes of policy, his
stratagems, and his manners copied from Italy, Henry III was
no longer obeyed by any but the most lukewarm Catholics. Thus
the Catholic majority came to be divided into three parts, one of
which was in alliance with the Protestant minority. The civil war
was losing its religious character and degenerating into brigand-
age. None of Catharine's sons had had a male heir, so that on
the death of the last of them, the Duke of Anjou, none was left
of the royal family of Valois. Henry of Navarre, the excommuni-
cated head of the Calvinist party, became heir to the throne, but
the Leaguers would have none of him.

At this moment Philip II, the Catholic king of Spain, inter-
vened actively in France with a view to extirpating heresy and
establishing the domination of the Spanish monarchy over other
states. He entered into an alliance with the Guises, the leaders of
the League party, and provided them with money and troops.
The fate of France now depended upon the success of the king of
Spain's operations, and in concert with the Guises he prepared
fgr a combined attack upon the king of France in Paris and the
queen of England. The disastrous fate of the 'invincible Armada*
which he sent against England was the final ruin of his power.
Escaping from Paris, Henry III caused Henry of Guise to be
assassinated, and made an alliance with Henry of Navarre,
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